Postc(art)ographia: A Mapwork Project About Identity 
and Place 

Wanda Hurren 



■MKgv 


postcartographia 



I 


This collection of postcards, titled postcartographia is excerpted from an 
atlas of Mapwork 1 and was one component of a recent gallery exhibition 
with the same title . 2 Incorporating photography and poetic text, the post- 
cards explore aesthetic approaches to knowing in the world, specifically, 
aesthetic ways of knowing places and identities. 
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February 23 
Dm* to Torquay 


I took a couple of photographs, but then decided to just enjoy the drive. 
There was snow in the air. I noticed that gram bins occur in pairs 
Hardly ever just one all alone Pairs of trees too Never one alone. 

The gravel roads were still white, no one had made tracks in the snow yet. 
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Tracbtu^ Hflmyl'll 


IT is mean, unkind, 
unthinking, really 


palm tire* and a beach 
on the cast side of Peony 's Bar A Grill 
in the absence of trees (for miles) 
in the presence of duly snow drifts 


the icc cream window shot and co\xmd with 
CLOSED FOR THE SEASON 


tbengn 
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■48’ C«t«us 

S*>Ukhc*«v !5 


Three Questions: 

Do people breathe out that much breath tn warmer wofthcr but we just don't see i(?~ 

Do cars have that much exhaust in wanner weather but we just don't sec tP 

Would July be as good as it is even without days like lids in February but we pe t don t see it? 
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Torqwj, 1962 

(What VUghi Have Bern) Found Under Ox Wooden Sidewalk* 
(partial l«n witnry) 


IN front of the school, two black pocket combo half of a wooden 
yoyo, stubby pencil*, three ball point pens from the Credit 
Union, an orange fish fin marble, a Silva initial ring (fiat) 

In front of the Lutheran church, pennies, a pan of child's 
sunglasses with one arm missing, the knot from a popped 
balloon, a Christmas card with grey sugan sparkles oa the front 
of it (WIOi Best wishes from Bud atd Rosemary} 

In front of the Catholic church, rosary- bends, plastic wedding 
flowers, penny matches from Ray s Grill, cigar bulls with 
creamy y dlow plastic tips, a broken cufilink. one chp-on 
rhinestone cluster earring and one with a screw -on post. 

Along the auia street, empty Macintosh TofFee bcrccv popock 
sticks, boule caps from Bohemian. Pilsner, fab. Mountain 
Dew. I ; anu Gnipc. and m front of the town office, a black and 
white photo of a young woman standing beside a television set 
in a living room The date along the white rig rag edging shows 
• Oct 61 • That was when she smiled at the camera and gate 
the napshot to someone who later did not notice when il 
fluttacd down from hts wallet, slipped through ihe cracks, and 
landed beside the small plaauc whistle no longer tied to the 
strings of a child's straw cowboy hat 
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A GOOD FI .ACT TOOMOW 11* 

it what some people say about tbetr snail low KtfccxaJIv (he pcvpfc wtu played on the hockey 
team or the volleyball lean or the basketball team (* the people who stall live in isc snail town If 
u sill exists (aee also Z*HO ForVLATKMl tatowntX 

Am v AlJJCYS 

with one exception. wmc never called lanes (see ■!*> Lo vats' LiXti Kids unoked and peed m 
tlvm They were often badly mood sid sometime* had seciaos of white till where burning barrel* 
had been dumped out Back alky* were shortcut* we migli take, eapecially at night, when the 
stivrtlighls were out. and it wm cold and wind) , and we thought someone was probably following 
us. and we had to n» .What wo* that mkm Sd yam hrarlkti^ 

Bt'HM.Vi HVJOOli 

aw in every backyard Someone wm always tvming psrtage, uually in the evening Never a 
pleasant smell Mew* had hrfc* ia their brown lusted metal ridrs l>d lock nice bterang m the dark. 
Nbdr it easy to say no. »r had not been snicking 


Notes 

Mapwork as an Approach to Exploring Notions of Place and Identity. This is a 
three year study funded by the Social Sciences and Humanities Research 
Council of Canada, with Dr. Wanda Hurren as principal investigator. 
Hurren, Wanda, postcartographia. Exhibition of photography and mixed 
media, Xchanges Gallery, Victoria, BC, May, 2008. 
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